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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background to The Proposals  

The report has been prepared to record the consultation that has taken place with the local 

community for the proposed Tirawley Wind Farm, Co. Mayo. The report describes the 

consultation requirements for Tirawley Wind Farm (the Proposed Development), the 

consultation measures undertaken by Constant Energy Limited (the Applicant), the feedback 

received and any resultant modifications to the Proposed Development. 

 

The Applicant recognises that it is very important to ensure that communities in the vicinity 

of a development are afforded appropriate and meaningful opportunities to view and 

comment on the proposals before they are finalised in accordance with the Code of Practice 

for Wind Energy Development in Ireland Guidelines for Community Engagement1 and the 

Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines, published for consultation in December 20192. The 

objective of the consultation is to see that the views and concerns of all stakeholders are 

taken into consideration as part of the pre-planning process.  

 

This report has been prepared to demonstrate how the Applicant has engaged with the local 

community and to ensure that the views of stakeholders are taken into account as part of the 

planning application process and according to best practice requirements of REP 4, Chapter 

11 of the Mayo County Development Plan 2022 -2028. Although community consultation on 

such projects is not a mandatory requirement under the Irish planning system and the 

adopted 2006 Wind Energy Guidelines, the Applicant has taken a proactive approach and 

considers community consultation to be an important element of the Proposed Development. 

 

 

2 CONSULTATION GUIDANCE 

In December 2016, the Department of Communication, Climate Action and Environment 

released the aforementioned Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland, 

Guidelines for Community Engagement. The key driver behind the Code of Practice was: “to 

ensure that wind energy development in Ireland is undertaken in observance with the best 

industry practices and with the full engagement of communities around the country”. 

 

Constant Energy Limited have adhered to the guidance set out in the Code of Practice during 

the pre-planning submission stage with the advertising and hosting of a Public Information 

 
1 The Department of communication, Climate Action & Environment, 21st December 2016 
2 The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government -Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines, December 2019 
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Day (PID) on Tuesday the 6th of June 2023 in Ballina at which members of the public could 

come and view project information and raise any queries they may have with members of the 

Project Team and the Applicant who were in attendance.  

 

2.1 Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines December 2019 

The Applicant has had regard to the Draft Wind Energy Guidelines in the preparation of the 

Public Information Day.  

 

3 CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN 

3.1 Public Information Day (PID) 

A PID was undertaken on Tuesday 6th of June 2023 from 14:00 until 19:00 to establish a 

dialogue with the local community regarding the Proposed Development being promoted by 

Constant Energy Limited in the local area. The Applicant wanted to show their commitment 

to working with the community and inviting questions and recording feedback to feed into the 

development process, prior to the submission of an application to the Planning Authority. The 

timing was selected to give as many of the community members as possible the chance to 

attend to view the proposals and ask questions of the Project team. 

 

The event comprised a comprehensive display of the plans of the Proposed Development, via 

the use of Display Boards. This afforded local residents the opportunity to ask any questions 

specific to the Proposed Development. The detail of the PID materials and information banner 

contents are provided in Sections 3.2 and illustrated in the referenced Appendices. 

 

3.2 Consultation Events in Detail 

A Public Information Day (PID) was held to provide local stakeholders and members of the 

public with clear and accessible information about the proposed Tirawley Wind Farm 

development. Representatives from the applicant’s team were in attendance, including 

Jennings O'Donovan & Partners Ltd. (Planning and Environmental Consultants), Constant 

Energy Limited (the Developer) and Macro Works Limited (Landscape Architect). The team 

was available throughout the event to explain the Proposed Development and respond to 

questions and concerns raised by attendees. 

 

The Tirawley Wind Farm Public Information Drop-in Event was held on Tuesday, 6th June 

2023, from 14:00 to 19:00 at the Ballina Manor Hotel, Ballina Town, Co. Mayo. While smaller 

settlements exist in the immediate vicinity of the Proposed Development, Ballina was selected 

as the primary venue because it serves as the principal economic and social hub for the 
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region. As a major center of employment and commerce for residents of the surrounding 

areas, Ballina offered the most accessible and practical location for the widest possible 

demographic, supported by superior transport links and public facilities. The event was 

publicised in advance through newspaper advertisement on the 30th of May 2023 in the 

Western People, providing details of the time and venue to inform the public. Copy of the 

Newspaper Advertisement is provided at Appendix 1.  

 

Constant Energy Limited hosted this event to inform the local community of the proposed 

Tirawley Wind Farm, located within the townlands of Ballymurphy, Ballynaleck, Barnhill Lower, 

Barnhill Upper, Barroe, Billoos, Carn, Carrickanass, Carrowmore, Castlelackan Demesne, 

Castletown, Conaghra, Glebe, Lackanhill, Lecarrowntemple, Lissadrone East and Lissadrone 

West in County Mayo. The Proposed Development comprises sixteen wind turbines and is 

being progressed by Constant Energy Limited, an Irish-owned renewable energy company, in 

collaboration with local landowners. 

 

A total of 31 people attended the Public Information Day held at the Ballina Manor Hotel. The 

event provided an opportunity for the local community to engage directly with the project team 

and to provide feedback that will help inform the development as it progresses. 

 

Figure 1: PID Venue (Ballina Manor Hotel) 
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Figure 2: PID Event venue set up  

Figure 3: PID Event Information Board 
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Figure 4: PID Event Information Board 

 

 

Figure 5: PID Panopod Monitor 
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                         Figure 6: PID Event local residents  

 

3.3 Community Accessibility  

The Ballina Manor Hotel was strategically selected as the venue for the public information 

event to ensure maximum accessibility for the local community. While the villages of 

Ballycastle and Killala are closer in linear distance to the Proposed Development, Ballina 

serves as the primary economic and social hub for the wider North Mayo region. 

 

As the principal town for employment, commerce, and essential services, Ballina is the daily 

destination for many residents living in the immediate vicinity of the wind farm. By hosting the 

event in this central location, the project team ensured that: 

• Commuter Accessibility: The venue was convenient for those traveling home from work 

or conducting daily business in town. 

• Regional Familiarity: The hotel is a well-known, high-profile location that is easily 

accessible via the existing road network. 

• Infrastructure: The venue provided the necessary space for detailed project displays 

and ample parking, ensuring a professional and comfortable environment for all 

attendees. 

 

3.4 Public Information Content 

The Public Information Day (PID), featured eight information stands displaying project figures 

and information, with duplicate copies of each provided to ensure simultaneous viewing and 
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prevent congestion. These materials were presented in A1 and A3 formats across two tables 

and five boards. Central to the display were three panoramic Panopod monitors showing high-

quality photomontages of the proposed turbines within the landscape. A further station 

featured a tablet where a technician from Macro Works assisted attendees in viewing site-

specific visual simulations. This allowed the public to observe exactly how the turbines would 

appear from any chosen location, including their own homes. The venue layout was structured 

with even spacing to facilitate clear navigation and unobstructed viewing. 

 

The banners and displays provided detailed information on the following topics: 

• Introduction to the Proposal 

• Environmental Impact Assessment and Development Strategy 

• Landscape and Visual Assessment and Viewpoint Maps 

• Site Layout and Grid Connection Overview 

• Climate Change and Policy Context 

• Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

• Soils and Geology 

• Ecology  

• Development Timeline and Next Steps 

• Shadow Flicker 

• Noise 

• Community Benefit and Environs 

  

Copies of the information displays are provided at Appendix 2.  

 

4 COMMENTS RECEIVED 

4.1 May 2023 

As outlined in Section 3, a total of 31 individuals attended the public consultation event, many 

of whom entered into detailed discussions with the project team. Several residents expressed 

verbal and written concerns regarding the Proposed Development. Key issues included: 

• Residential & Property Impact: Proximity to houses, noise pollution, visual impact on 

local roads, and de-valuation of dwellings. 

• Site Suitability: Preference for offshore locations or the Lacken Ballycastle area, and 

the belief that the current proposal is the "wrong location" and too "scattered." 

• Environmental & Ecological: Potential destruction of the local area and the presence 

of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). 
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• Socio-Economic & Infrastructure: Impact on sustainable family farms and the need 

for road maintenance and improved local amenities like loop walks. 

• Strategic Trade-offs: Acknowledgement of the need for green energy and 

employment, balanced against the belief that this specific site is not appropriate. 

 

Since the consultation event, the Applicant has carefully considered the feedback received 

and has sought to address concerns where possible. A summary of the corresponding 

responses is provided in Table 5.1. 

    

In addition to the formal feedback received, a small number of individual comments expressed 

support for the environmental and social benefits the Proposed Development is expected to 

deliver. 

 

5 RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION 

5.1 How comments have been considered in the Proposed Development design 

The project team has carefully considered all comments raised during the consultation 

process. This was highlighted in the positive discussions, comments and interest received 

throughout the pre-planning phase, including the Public Information Day.  

 

The Applicant has reviewed all of the interactions, comments and feedback received during 

the pre-planning phase. As a result of this review, the Applicant has identified four key themes 

within the consultation. These themes and the Applicant’s response / action taken are 

presented in Table 5.1.  

 

Table 5.1: Key themes within consultation 

Comment Response/Action Taken Chapter Reference 

Construction 

phase Traffic 

Disruption to 

the local road 

network 

The Applicant has extensive experience of 

working with local residents to minimise 

disturbance during construction of developments 

and shall produce a Traffic Management Plan in 

consultation with Statutory Consultees and the 

local community. The Applicant will also seek to 

utilise construction material from local sources 

where possible, minimising transportation 

impacts and providing a local economic benefit.  

Chapter 17 
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Comment Response/Action Taken Chapter Reference 

 

Chapter 17: Traffic and Transportation of the 

EIAR contains a detailed assessment of the 

Traffic and Transportation associated with the 

Proposed Development from initial 

decommissioning through to operation of the 

Development. The selected delivery routes are 

proven for wind farm construction/component 

delivery.  

Socio-

Economic 

Benefits 

The Applicant acknowledges the positive 

observations regarding regional benefits. The 

Proposed Development is estimated to support 

between 45 - 63 jobs the peak of the construction 

phase during the civil engineering of Site Access 

Tracks, Turbine Hardstands, Turbine 

Foundations, and Electrical Substation 

construction and provide substantial CO2 

displacement over its 35-year life. A community 

benefit fund will also be established under the 

RESS program to support local groups. 

Chapter 1, Chapter 5 and 

Chapter 10 

Residential 

Amenity 

The Applicant acknowledges these concerns and 

has implemented a mandatory minimum 540 m 

setback from dwellings to protect local amenity. 

Appropriate acoustic and landscape consultants 

were engaged to ensure the development 

safeguards local amenity. Peer-reviewed 

research indicates that wind farms do not 

consistently or significantly affect property values. 

Chapters 3, 5, 11, & 12 

 

Site Selection 

& Alternatives 

The Applicant acknowledges the feedback on 

siting of the wind farm. Strategic screening 

identified this as the only viable area in Tirawley 

barony. Onshore wind is a critical national priority 

to meet the 9 GW target by 2030. Through 

iterative design, the project was reduced from 42 

to 16 turbines, and the "Site B" area (Knockboha 

Chapter 3 & Chapter 4 
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Comment Response/Action Taken Chapter Reference 

Hill) was removed entirely to protect views from 

the Wild Atlantic Way. 

Community 

Benefit 

If consented, it is proposed that the Proposed 

Development will offer an associated community 

benefit package. The Applicant has recorded the 

suggestions made by the attendees at the PIDs 

in terms of the community aspirations and what 

benefits could be delivered.  

 

As detailed above, The Applicant will continue to 

liaise with the communities throughout the 

planning phase and beyond.  

Chapter 1 & 2 

Noise from the 

Development 

 

 

The Applicant has engaged a specialist Noise 

consultant to complete a background noise 

survey and complete an assessment of the 

predicted noise levels from the Development. 

The assessment has found that the predicted 

noise levels are considered acceptable within the 

terms of the noise assessment guidelines.  

Chapter 11 

Biodiversity  The Applicant has engaged specialist experts, 

including an Ecologist, Environmental Scientist, 

and Soils and Geology professionals, to carry out 

a comprehensive assessment of the predicted 

environmental impacts of the Proposed 

Development.  

 

The assessment concluded that the potential 

impacts on ecology, soils, and peat structures are 

considered acceptable and manageable. In 

addition, habitat enhancement measures have 

been incorporated into the project to further 

support environmental protection and 

biodiversity. 

Chapter 8 & 9 
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6 CONCLUSION 

In accordance with Industry Good Practice and the ‘Code of Practice for Wind Energy 

Development in Ireland, Guidelines for Community Engagement’ and ‘The Draft Revised Wind 

Energy Development Guidelines -December 2019,’ The Applicant has undertaken 

consultation with the various stakeholders, including the wider public, and this has been 

documented and reported in this PACC report. 

 

The PACC process centred on the public consultation event held in May 2023. A total of 14 

feedback submissions were received following the publication of the Project. 

 

Public Information Documents (PIDs). While three individuals expressed an objection to the 

Proposed Development, this is to be expected as part of the consultation process. The issues 

raised were addressed in detail, providing the participant with clear and informative insight 

into the Proposed Development. None of the other completed feedback forms expressed 

objections; however, a number of individuals (four) remained unsure about the Proposed 

Development. A number of points of interest and areas for clarification emerged during the 

consultation as follows: 

• Potential impacts on sensitive habitats such as blanket bogs, particularly relating to the 

extraction of large volumes of peat and the potential long-term implications for peatland 

restoration and biodiversity. 

• Questions regarding the overall carbon balance of the Development, with some 

participants expressing doubt that the energy required for construction and operation 

would be fully offset by its long-term carbon-reduction benefits. 

• Queries about the proximity of local residences to proposed access roads, and the overall 

distance between dwellings and turbine locations. 

 

Additional issues raised included: 

• Land Agreements: Status of signed lease agreements for turbine sites and access roads. 

• Community Benefit: Uncertainty regarding how the development will directly benefit 

local residents. 

• Construction Traffic: Concerns over potential commuting delays and road obstructions 

during the build phase. 

• Ecological Impact: Questioned if they would have access to studies regarding the 

development's effect on local bird populations and biodiversity. 

• Energy Viability: Questions regarding whether the projected power output justifies the 

project's scale. 
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Despite these concerns, the consultation also highlighted a level of support for the proposed 

wind farm. Several participants acknowledged the importance of advancing clean energy 

infrastructure in response to the ongoing climate crisis, while recognising that financial, 

technical, and environmental challenges will need to be carefully managed. 

 

In response to the comments expressed by attendees, each issue raised has been addressed 

and responded to within this PACC report. The design and Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) processes have also taken these comments into account, particularly those relating to 

traffic, shadow flicker, noise, and environmental concerns. 

 

An explanation of the key design principles and concepts that further informed the Proposed 

Development design process are also covered within Chapter 2: Development Description 

of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
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Appendix 1: Western People – Newspaper Advertisement 
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Appendix 2: Public Information Day Stage – Information Displays  

 
Welcome Tirawley WF 1 
 

 
Welcome Tirawley WF 2 
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EIA timeline - Tirawley WF 
 

 
Site Layout Plan 
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Site Location Map 
 

 
Viewpoint Plan 
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Viewpoints Location Map 
 

 
Project Overview and Site Selection 
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Noise Map 
 

 
Hydrology and Hydrogeology 
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Climate Change and Policy 
 

 
Ecology 
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Climate Change and Policy 
 

 
Next Steps 
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Shadow Flicker 
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Climate Change and Policy 
 

 
Constraints 
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Residential Map 
 

 
Community Benefit and Environmental Benefits 
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Soils and Geology 
 

 
Constraints 
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Policy Landscape 
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Appendix 3: 

Feedback Forms  
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